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Dear... welt, iffOiL know who lqou art. /tnd it'A not Ukt tfrou'rt tvtr ftoinfy to Att 
thiA Letter. 

Mjaa told mt that I had to lot i ^our mentor and Ahow ifrou around btcauAt you. art 
a ntw Atudent. I didn't know what a 'mentor' iA, ao I Looked it up in the dicfionarif. 
AnipwoLf, Aht didn't teJLL me anythin^ about that. 

kit and Qaurav and dumi and Rani, the*# kept OAkin^ me about it when wt were 
(ftoiwfr home fyrom AthooL. I told them that I didn't know what theif were taLkin ^ 
about, but that' a not true. How can I not know? 

o&tt, ifrou made me lit to miff frritndA. 

your a AinureJbf, 

Ml 
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Hi 


CUftOM, 


Ha bayb that it ib not c^ood to btare at people, lout I can bee that everyone btareb 
at you.. They btare at me too loecaube l have to hanaround, with you. and loe 
your 'mentor'. Why did you. come to our bchooi? Why couldn't you, continue fyoinfy 
to whatever bchooi you. went to earlier? 


Do you. know what happened yebterday? Qaurav, and two ofr their ftriendb 
fyrom CLabb Vll cornered me after bchooi to abk. about you.-know-what. ~They took, 
my loatfr and wouldn't fyive it back.. Then they threw it into the thicket by the bide 
ofy the road and I had to bcramble down into the mountainbide to ^et it. I tore my 
bhrt and Mux wab an^ry with me. 

Thib ib all your ftult. 


HdLo, 

I keep telling them that they can adk, you, whatever they want to know. What'd 
the point ofr adkin^- me? How am I duppoded to know why you, have that thinor 
how it workd? 


To be really honedt, l can't day I'm not curio ud mydelfr or that I don't have the 
home cjueAiond the others are adkin^ me. ^ied, I noticed it the fiirdt day when you, 
came into the claddroom. I daw how you, did everything with one hand and how 
your leflt hand never moved. At fiirdt I couldn't tell what the problem wad. Then, 
when l came closer, l daw that domethina- wasn't c^uite ri^ht. It looked weird, like, 
it wad covered in pLadtic or domethin^. Then I thought it wad a toy hand. It took. 
me dome time to underdtand. 


Aldo, I daw what happened at lunch, 
dee you,, 

He 
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My otdeet *i*ter, the one who 'a *tudyin^- engineering- in Delhi, called today-. I told 
her, "There* a, fyiri in my cla** and *he ha* a. flake hand," and *he *aid that 
the term i* 'pro*thetc hand'. 

Li*ten, I have *ome advice flor you*. You* may be new and aLL, but ifl- you, 
want people to etop etdrinat you, and talking- about you,, you, have to etop 
*tandinff- in the corner alt the time. Why don't you, play with u*? Why don't 
you, come on the ewin<^-? Everyone love* the *win<^. It'* been two week*, and 
you, can jolly wciL come by your*eLfl-. I am not ftoiwfr to be your minder 
flor ever. 


oSometme* I don't know what to *ay to you,. 
Me 
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Hi a^ain, 

A.flier the Lunch incident that doi^-, \'vt 1 oeen watching iffOii. I'm yist curious, Is it 
weird to have one hand? Is it onLfr your hand or id your entire arm flake, sorry, 
prosthetic? 

'Today, du/ni, Qaurav and l walked to schoot together. 'They were playing a c^ame 
they- made up called One-Hand Challenge. 'The rule is, i you, have to do things 
with one hand. Like, packing your loacy or buttoning your shirt. 

dSumi couldn't tie her shoelaces and she flor^ot about it and tripped and flelL. dhe 
fyot a cut on her chin. Miss saw it and, even though she put some antiseptic cream 
on it, she scolded dumi flor beintfr careless. "You, can't run around in the mountains 
with ifour shoelaces untied. lA/hat will happen ifl- you, flalL while ftainfr home or 
something?" I think, adults worry too much. 

s iours truLy, 

Me 


























Do i foil know what a, coincidence it? tt't Like when you talk about ^omethin^ and 
the Aajne thinor happens sometime Later in a, compLetel# unrelated wai#. In Laet 
Letter, l wot telling you, about oSum and the thoelaceA, and then, todaip, I taw 
ifrou, tiffing ifrour AhoelaceA. Wow, that wot awesome). I think you, did it flatter than 
I can do it with two handt. Ifl- ifrou, were miff flriend, I would challenge you, to a 
thoelace-bpn^ race. Or no, mai^be l would atk i^oii to teach me how to duo it 
with one hand. 


I have to confleAt, l did tn^ to be ehoeJLace with one hand when I <^ot home. 
But it't impoAtiLLe. How do you. do it? IHou^be I'LL ae>k ifou, tomorrow. 

OurioUA, 

He 








Hi, 


So, aftter what you doad, I've tried to do a Lot ofr thin^d with only- one hound, but 
it 'a eo difficult. I etHl don't ^et how you do it, Like having a both, wearing your 
clothed, packing your boufr. Since that day at bench, l did realize that you have 
to do dome thintfod difijerentLy, but it'd not Like you don't do almodt everythin^ the 
redt ofr ud do. 

Lidten, I'm, dorry about what I daid earber... about playing with Ud. I <^wtdd you, 
were jUdt fieebnfr dhy. And aldo about coming on the dwina,. I tried and it'd hard 
to ^et your balance ifr you don't hold it with two handd. But you're threat in the 
jungle fyym,, even ifr you don't ham^ fyrom, the bard, and you can run really ffidt, 
even ffidter than Ah, who won the firdt prize at Sportd Day. 





That movie wot reaLLy frunny, no? I Laughed to much that my ttomach hurt and 
it wot like I wot crying. I alwayt Like it when they thaw moviet in tchoot, tt 
meant no dattet. 

Latt time, before you. came to our tchooL, they- thawed, tht movie about a. ti^er 
cub who ftot Lott. It wot fute tcary, mottiy beeante it wot a, true ttory. Later 
tomeone found, it and. managed to ^et it back, to itt fiamlxy. True ttoriet Like that 
are coiled documentariet, did you. know that? Titter cubt are cute, no? Latt year, 
there wot a puppy- near our haute. It wot very cute too, but it c^rew up and then 
it watht to cute any more. 


Qot to fto now\ 








HiUo, keOo'. 



Did tyou. know? I woa ao AUrpriAtd when I aojw tyon on the loUA. I hod no idea, 
father worked, in the Aame place ae> i ^outa\ But I'm ao hopper tyou. camt far 
office picnic, lotcauAt Laet year when then# took, ua, there were no other child 
nuf a^e and I <^ot reality t>ored. 


Okvty, I'm reality tired, ao I'm fyOMfy now. See tyou. in Achooi tomorrow. 


Mz 



m 















H, 

I think I should warn you, Principal dir becomes sightly insane whenever tbnnual 
Day comes aLonfr. H t mi^ht yell at you. — he yells at everyone — so don't take 
it personally. My ma. says that he's under a, lot ofr pressure because our kinnual 
Day performance reflects on him. I'm not sure what that means, but he does look 
stressed out. Did you set his hair? It was Ike he touched a. Loose wire and <^ot an 
electric shock 1 . ~Thou^h I think it was very mean ofr Rani to put a. fyrot^- in his chair. 

Okay, I'm (ftoiwy wow before he catches me writing this Letter 1 . 

Me 
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Hty> 

Your Kidiv Kand id do cool! /Vo opened, but tKd old one ia^oa a bit boring-. tt wad 
yidt... there. The new one id Like ma^ic, and you can move the finder a and ^rip 
with it! I hope you. didn't mind that / adktd to dhake handd. I yidt Aaid it before / 
could think,. Maybe tomorrow we can do dome experimentd to find out ifi you, can 
lift dtuffi with it. 

OK! I fiidt realized, the Ladt couple ofi LetterA I wrote to you, I didn't mention your 
proAthetc hand at aLL. It'd tike, l fior^ot aLL about it and wanted to telL you ao many 
other thin^d. ~The fienny thinid, I'm, not that curioud about your hand anymore. 
I don't know why. 

V our firiend, 

Me, 






The Friend-o-Meter Quiz 

How good are you at helping people fit in? Take our Friend-o-Meter quiz to find out! 


1. Your teacher asks you to show the 
new student in school around. What do 
you feel? 

a. Fantastic! A new friend! 

b. Why can't they figure things out 
themselves? 

c. Uh oh... 


Z. A girl in your class walks with a limp. 
The others laugh at her. What do you do? 

a. Nothing - it's none of your business. 

b. Tell her to ignore them - they're mean. 

c. Ask your classmates to imagine if they were 
different. 


&. Your new classmate is having trouble 
with his lessons. What can you do? 

a. Tell the brainiest student in class to lend 
him her notes. 

b. Tell the teacher - it's her job to help him. 

c. Ask him if you could help him with his 
work. 


4. The new girl in class is rather shy. She 
doesn't play with anyone. What can you do? 

a. Let her be - she'll join in when she's ready. 

b. Call her over and make her join in the games. 

c. Go and sit next to her - maybe she'll start a 
conversation. 


Get your score: 


1 a b c 

• 1 2 3 


l. 

4 


a b c 


2 1 3 


a a b c 

3 2 1 


a b c 


2 1 3 


Now add it up. If you've scored... 

4-6 points: You are a born friend, always ready to lend a hand. You don't wait for people to ask 
for help - you're already there, waiting to give it to them. 

7-9 points: You are an independent person and feel that people should be too. But that doesn't 
mean you don't care - you just don't want to force anyone. 

10-12 points: You might be a little shy, but you are kind-hearted too. You'll do whatever you 
can indirectly to help others and make them feel at ease. 
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There’s a new girl in class and our teacher has asked me to be her friend and 
show her around. But I’m not sure I want to - she’s... not like the rest of us! 

A fascinating tale of friendship and fitting in, which tells its story through letters. 


Learning to read - level by level. This is a Level 4 book. 
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Beginning to Read/ 
Read Aloud 

For very young children 
who are eager to begin 
reading and listening to 
stories 


Reading Proficiently 

For older children 
who can read with 
confidence 


£ 


4 


Learning to Read 
For children who 
recognize familiar 
words and can 
read new words 
with help 
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Reading 

Independently 

For children who 
are ready to read 
on their own 
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